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Corbin Ha11 i s ' l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  corner  of V i r g i n i a ' s  B s t e r n  
Shore, overlooking Cliincoteague Bay and Chincotcague I s l a n d  beyond. The : 
house r e t a i n s  i t s  i s o l a t e d  p l a n t a t i o n  s e t t i n g  and is approached by a  mi le  
long a x i a l  avenue through a' f o r e s t  and' a c r o s s  broad l e v e l  f i e l d s .  The' 
house ' s  immediate grounds a r e  unusual ly handsome and a r e  impeccably main- 
t a ined .  The wes t ,  o r  land f r o n t ,  faces  onto  a n  informal  park f e a t u r i n g  
a  broad lawn, c i r c u l a r  d r i v e ,  boxwood and o t h e r  ornamental shrubbery,  and 

v e r y  l a r g e  shade t r e e s .  The e a s t  f r o n t  overlooks a  s e r i e s  of  e a r t h  
t e r r a c e s  l ead ing  down t o  t h e  water .  T l ~ e  t e r r a c e s  a r e  probably an o r i g i n a l  , 
f e a t u r e  t o  t h e  grounds, but  t h e  p l a n t i n g ,  walks,  and s t e p s  a l l  appear  t o  be 

',' . 

modern. No e a r l y  ou tbu i ld ings  surviv:e. 
The main body of Corbin H a l l  i s  a  l a r g e  b r i c k  dwel l ing  60'  8" long 

nd 38'  3" wide above the  water tab le . !  I n  gene ra l  f e e l i n g  i t  more resemblqs 
i t s  Maryland neighbors  than t h e  Tidewater mansions of t h e  mainland. The 
two-story s t r u c t u r e  i s  covered by a  gable  roof w i t h  two i n t e r i o r  chimneys 'n 

a t  e i t h e r  end and a modi l l ion  and d e n t i l  c o r n i c e  on each f r o n t ,  The w a l l s  
a r e  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond wi thout  g l az ing  and appear t o  have been repoin ted  
i n  a l l  a r e a s  bu t  t h e  d e c o r a t i v e  work. ! The r e p o i n t i n g  is c o n s i s t e n t  and 
unobt rus ive ,  however. A b r i c k  in sc r ibed  CCT 1787 i s  loca ted  below the  no r th  - 
window of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  on t h e  e a s t s i d e ,  and near  t h e  peak of the  gable  z 
on t h e  n o r t h  end a r e  t h r e e  b r i c k s  s e t  i n  a  diamond shape and insc r ibed  wi th  'n 

a t h r e e  bladed ornament a t  the  top,  GX: i n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  and 1787 a t  t h e  
bottom. A rubbed b r i c k  b e l t  course  extends around t h e  e n t i r e  s t r u c t u r e ,  

--I 

and gauged b r i c k  a rches  a r e  loca ted  above a l l  t h e  openings. P a r t i c u l a r l y  7J 

noteworthy a r e  t h e  gauged b r i c k  a rches  above t h e  P a l l a d i a n  windows on the  c 
second s t o r y  of both  f r o n t s .  The only s i g n i f i c a n t  e x t e r i o r  a d d i t i o n s  n 
inc lude  a  one-s tory  frame s e r v i c e  wing on t h e  south  end, and a n  enclosed I 
b r i c k  en t r ance  around the  o r i g i n a l  s toop  on the  west  f r o n t .  The s e r v i c e  
wing was a n  e a r l y  a d d i t i o n  bu t  was completely r e b u i l t  i n  1951; t h e  b r i c k  
e n t r a n c e  was added i n  t h e  e a r l y  twen t i e th  century .  

Corbin H a l l ' s  i n t e r i o r  con ta ins  a  weal th  of  f i n e  panel ing  and o t h e r  Z 

handsome woodwork. Indeed, few houses of  such q u a l i t y  s u r v i v e  wi th  a s  
much o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c .  The west en t r ance  l eads  i n t o  a  wide s t a i r h a l l  w i th  
t h e  s t a i r  ascending i n  the  no r theas t  co rne r .  The s t a i r  f e a t u r e s  a  molded 
h a n d r a i l ,  s l e n d e r  turned b a l u s t e r s ,  s c r o l l e d  end b r a c k e t s ,  and paneled 

'n 

. . 
s o f f i t .  The s t a i r  h a l l  is  sepa ra t ed  from the  c e n t e r  h a l l  of t h e  west s i d e  
by a  t a l l  a r c h  framed wi th  f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s  s e t  on p e d e s t a l s .  Both h a l l s  / 
a r e  f u r t h e r  decora ted  wi th  paneled wainscot ing.  The house ' s  p r i n c i p a l  1 
chamber, t h e  n o r t h e a s t  room is f u l l y  pancled and is one of  t h e  b e s t  
of  i t s  type i n  Vi rg in i a  . .  The panel ing  is ornamented wi th  a  Wall-of-Troy 
co rn ice  molding, and a  molded c h a i r  r a i l .  On t h e  end w a l l  t h e  chi~iincy- 
p i ece  is f lanked by f l u t e d  Doric p i l a s t e r s  s e t  on p e d e s t a l s .  Bcyond the  I 
p i l a s t e r s  a r e  smal l  doolsopening i n t o  t h e  chimney c l o s e t s .  The th ree  o the  
f i r s t  f l o o r  rooms have paneled end w a l l s  but  only h a l f  panel ing  around t h e i  
o t h e r  t h r e e  s i d e s .  The s o u t h e a s t  room f e a t u r e s  i n t e r e s t i n g  glazed c l o s e t  
doors  wi th  round a r c h  top  panes. Thk second f l o o r  rooms con ta in  much I 

I 

- -o r ig ina l  woodwork, but  it is more s imple than  t h a t  below i t .  Some of  the  
second f l o o r  spaces  have been a l t e redywi th  t h e  i n s e r t i o n  of  bathrooms. 
Corbin H a l l ' s  a t t i c  i s  a  l a r g e  unf in ished  s t o r a g e  a r e a  given i n t e r e s t  by 

i t h e  exposed o r i g i n a l  roof  framing. 1 . . 
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Corbin Ha l l  is a Georgian p l a n t a t i o n  house of  s u p e r i o r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
q u a l i t y  - perhaps t h e  b e s t  b r i c k  example of i t s  s t y l e  on t h e  Eas tern  Shore 
Tile beauty  of t h e  house i s  enhanced by t h e  r e t e n t i o n  of i t s  r u r a l  s e t t i n g  
w i t h  i t s  broad prospect  a c r o s s  Chincoteague Bay. Not on ly  is Corbin Hall  
n o t a b l e  f o r  i t s  f i n e  e x t e r i o r  propor t ions  and c a r e f u l  brickwork d e t a i l s  
( e s p e c i a l l y  ev ident  i n  t h e  second s t o r y  PalJadian windows), bu t  f o r  i t s  
superb i n t e r i o r  woodwork and panel ing ,  n e a r l y  a l l  of which su rv ives  i n  an 

e x h i b i t s  t h e  h igh  l e v e l  of c raf t smanship  and des ign  achieved on t h e  Eas ter  
Shore i n  t h e  e igh teen th  century .  

Because of i n s u f f i c i e n t  documentation t h e r e  has  been some ques t ion  of 
t h e  house ' s  d a t e .  It i s  reasonab1e:to assume however, t h a t  t h e  d a t e  1787 
insc r ibed  i n  t h e  brickwork i n  two p l a c e s ,  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d a t e .  
The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e  of  the  e x t e r i o r  would suppor t  such a  d a t e ,  a l thoug  
t h e  s t y l e  of some of  t h e  panel ing  i s  o f t e n  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  an e a r l i e r  
per iod .  Assuming 1787 t o  be the  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d a t e ,  the  house would have 
been b u i l t  by George Corbin, son o f  Convention and Barbary Corbin,  who 
appa ren t ly  l i v e d  on the  proper ty  i n  a n  e a r l i e r  house. ,Convention Corbin 
acqui red  t h e  land known v a r i o u s l y  a s  Chincoteague Farm, Rowley Farm, and 
more r e c e n t l y  Corbin F I a l l ,  i n  1745 from John and Ann P o t t e r .  The p rope r t  
was o r i g i n a l l y  p a r t  of Colonel Edmund Scarbrugh's  t r a c t  of 3000 a c r e s ,  
pa tented  i n  1664. 

,, George Corbin, who d ied  i n  1797, s t a t e d  i n  h i s  w i l l :  "To my daughter  
~ ~ n e s  Drummond Ker my whole e s t a t e ,  provided she  have a  son ,  my son-in-law 
~ o d n  Shepherd Ker c a l l  such son George Corbin, t o  which son I w i l l  my 

I Chincoteague p l a n t a t i o n  I s l a n d ,  and swamp land." The p l a n t a t i o n  remained 
i n  /the hands of Agnes Drummond K e r ' s  descendants  u n t i l  1873 when i t  was 
s o l d  by a  t r u s t e e  t o  William P. Moore. During t h e  remainder of the  n ine-  

. \: 

t een th  cen tu ry  and t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of t h e  twen t i e th ,  t h e  proper ty  passed 1 
through v a r i o u s  owners. I n  1961, t h e  house and f i v e  hundred a c r e s  were 1 
acqui red  by t h e  p r e s e n t  owners, M r .  and Mrs. Miur Rogers of  Winnetka, 
I l l i n o i s .  The Rogers use Corbin H a l l  t o  house p a r t  of t h e i r  ex tens ive  
c o l l e c t i o n  of e igh teen th -cen tu ry  English f u r n i t u r e .  
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